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Lorem ipsum

Undocumented immigrants live in 
widespread fear of deportation, 
negatively impacting overall 
mental health 6

69% of Undocumented Immigrants are 
front-line essential workers preserving our 
social and economic ecosystems 3

Undocumented families are the largest 
under enrolled groups to receive public 
support for work, health, & family 
well-being resources 4

• Agriculture • Construction • Health Industries

• Transportation Essential
   Industries

• Hospitality• Food Service & 
   Production

 
Within the US there are 11 States, 
141 Counties, & 39 Cities with 
sanctuary designation 2

Sanctuary counties are shown to 
have lower crime rates, poverty 
levels, reliance on public assistance 
& lower levels of unemployment 3 4

States with 
highest number of 
deportations

Sanctuary Cities

Sanctuary refers to the establishment of policies or procedures that limit cooperation with U.S. 
Immigration and customs enforcement (USCIS/ICE), usually by prohibiting police or personnel from asking 
about a person’s immigration status and refusing to detain undocumented immigrants for minor offenses 1

In 2019, Florida passed SB 168 an 
anti-sanctuary bill that requires all local 
government agencies to actively support
federal immigration agencies efforts 6

Gainesville is Florida’s 
first Welcoming City 7

2

Educational 
Institutuions

Places of 
Worship

Hospitals
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I had to live in a 
church for three years 
seperated from my family 
and unable to go 
outside.8

Sanctuary 
Designation
Internal memo within 
ICE prevents officers 
from conducting 
enforcement in 
sensitive locations, 
such as 
congregations, 
schools, and 
hospitals 5

Welcoming cities have 
intentional, inclusive policies, 
practices, and norms that 
enable all residents to live, 
thrive, and contribute,   
including immigrants.

Undocumented individuals are unaware 
about their path to citizenship & have a 
lack of trust in reaching out for 
assistance.1,4

Undocumented immigrants have limited 
access to health care.  Very few women’s 
health & education resources are 
available, particularly provided in their 

native language.5,6   

Insufficient educational resources, poor 
transportation, & the burden of parents 
working long hours is setting children up for 
failure in school.2,3 

Equal
Labor 
Rights

for
Undocumented

   Migrant
  Workers4

Living in constant fear of 
deportation, undocumented 
immigrants feel uneasy 
and have no sense of 
place in public spaces.1
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Insufficient educational 
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 PERSPECTIVE FROM STAKEHOLDERS IN GAINESVILLE, FL

Politicians

Advocates

Pastors / 
Religious 
Leaders

Educators

No public sanctuary space 1

Limited women's healthcare access 6

       Decentralized resource access  1 

Affordable healthcare & dental in native language 6

Fear of deportation 1 

Insufficient legal counseling 5

Parents working long and irregular hours 3

Fitting in & adjusting to the new culture 6

Discrimination 2 

Limited English language resources 1 

Educational gap 2

Inadequate education resources 2 

Limited access to after school programming 1

Government assistance eligibility 4

Lack of transportation 2

Feeling unwelcome in public spaces 1

Unaware of workers rights 4

Pandemic increases hardships 2

UNDOCUMENTED COMMUNITY 
ISSUES

PRACTICES AND FACILITIES
WITHIN THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

IMPACTS

Health
Failure to Receive Medical Care 

Mental Health Issues 9

Untreated Illness 7

Minimal Preventative Health Care 7

Education
Lack of Opportunity

High Drop Out Rate 2

Poor Performance 7

Not Valuing Education 6

Economic
Inequitable Opportunity

Extended Work Hours 1,7

Limited Job Growth 6,7

Unreliable Transportation 3

Social Interaction
Alienated & Displaced

Unaware of Rights 4

Without Sense of Belonging 3

Mistrust 3

Limited Bus Routs 3

Uncertainty & Fear of Seeking 
Emergency Services 1,4 PR
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Hazardous Working Conditions 8

Language Barriers to 
Government Information 4,8 

Unwelcoming 
Public Parks and Plazas 

Unsafe and Overcrowded 
Living Conditions 4,7

Decentralized Resources 1

Limited Access to 
Assistance Programs 7,8
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SANCTUARY LANDSCAPES:SANCTUARY LANDSCAPES:
Basic Human Services for Basic Human Services for 
Undocumented CommunitiesUndocumented Communities  
LAA4353C Urban Design StudioLAA4353C Urban Design Studio

Using the City of Gainesville Fl as its 
focus area, the design of “Sanctuary 
Landscapes” acts as a how-to guide 
for providing sanctuary designation 
to outdoor public spaces. Sanctuary 
designation in a public space 
prevents immigration officials from 
detaining undocumented individuals 
from sensitive locations such as 
congregations, schools, and hospitals. 
The proposed design principles 
are formed through rigorous legal, 
demographic, and theory research as 
well as in-depth interviews with local 
community leaders who work directly 
with undocumented communities.                          



65

The design aims to mitigate the 
following issues faced by the 
undocumented community: 
inequitable economic opportunities, 
failure to receive medical care, 
unknown legal rights, feelings 
of alienation and displacement, 
lack of educational opportunities, 
decentralized resources, and feelings 
of unease in public spaces.

The issues are addressed by providing 
interfaith religious structures 
throughout the site which designates 
the space as a religious institution, 
access to basic human rights services 
through a centralized health, legal 
and advocacy resource center, 
equal opportunities through an 
educational center and recreation 
spaces, mental wellness through 
healing and community gardens, and 
celebrating cultural and individual 
identity through a cultural art wall and 
community gathering spaces. 

Refuge from 
Deportation

Spatial 
Programing

Proposed:

- Health, Legal, & Advocacy
   Resource Center
-Affordable Housing

• Health clinics
• MOMS groups    

(Making Ongoing Meaningful Steps)
• Know your rights classes
• Path to citizenship

- Educational Center
- Recreation Spaces

• English/literacy classes
• After school programs
• Tutoring
• Vocational workshops
• College prep

- Healing & Community Gardens
- Calming Water Features

• Gardening clubs
• Native ingredient propagation
• Nature walk

- Cultural Art Wall
- Public Plaza Space

• Educational heritage events
• English x Spanish      

community workshops

- Interfaith Outdoor Spaces
- Emergency Housing

• Sanctuary designation for 
entire site

Activity
Programing

Equal 
Opportunities

Celebrating 
Cultural & 

Individual Identity

Mental        
Wellness

Access to Basic 
Human Rights 

Services

Sanctuary Landscapes: Envisioning Sanctuary As...

Sanctuary Landscapes: Refuge From Deportation

Sanctuary Housing 
Creates temporary emergency housing  

for families & individuals seeking 
refuge while working through their 

immigration status.

Interfaith Structures 
Shade structures with stained 

glass inspired by various religious 
institutions provides sanctuary 
designation for the entire site.

Interfaith Chapel
Open air gathering space for worship, 

presentations and performance.

Sanctuary Landscapes: Access to Basic Human 
Rights Services

Outdoor Meeting Spaces
Courtyard offers space for outdoor 

consultations, workshops, and 
community meeting.

Resource Center
Community resource center offering 

rotating health clinics, legal 
consultations, know your rights 

classes, & platforms for advocacy.

Outdoor Waiting Area
Calming & safe alternative option 
for individuals awaiting resource 

services.

Sanctuary Landscapes: Mental Wellness

Water features
Fountains in the residential courtyard 
& interfaith plaza offering tranquil and 

reflective space.

Community Garden
Garden plots providing space for 

garden clubs and native ingredient 
propagation.

Nature Walk
Preserved existing tree canopy 

creates a natural buffer and 
restorative corridor.

Sanctuary Landscapes: Celebrating Cultural & 
Individual Identity

Flex Lawn
Open lawn space for large gatherings, 

rallies, heritage celebration events, 
and farmers markets.

Art Wall
Murals along the buildings celebrating 

cultural heritage and promoting 
individual expression.

Interfaith plaza
Open plaza space for meetings, 

events, & community workshops.

Sanctuary Landscapes: Equal Opportunities

Educational Center
Classroom spaces offering English 
and literacy classes, after school 

programming, tutoring, vocational 
workshops, and college prep.

Recreational Facilities
Playground and multiuse field offering 
after school programming & activities 
for children while parents are visiting 

other resources.

Outdoor Class Space
Offering an alternative and communal 

learning environment.

SANCTUARY LANDSCAPES
LAA4353C Urban Design Studio
Design Solutions



NEW CENTURY TOWER PLAZANEW CENTURY TOWER PLAZA                               
LAA2360C Principles of Landscape 
Architecture

The redesign of the University of Florida's 
Turlington Plaza, one of the university's main 
pedestrian corridors– considered the "core" 
of the interconnected campus. The design 
creates an iconic plaza that showcases a 
seamless integration between the diverse 
natural habitats found on the University’s 
campus and the built environment, 
promoting resonance without obstructing 
circulation. The key to creating a flexible 
space that could host numerous program 
elements without compromising circulation 
was through the design and creation of multi-
functional planters that provide seating and 
tabling opportunities within the campus core..                         
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NEW CENTURY TOWER PLAZA
LAA2360C Principles of Landscape Architecture
Model & Perspective Renderings
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THE FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH SWALE THE FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH SWALE 
LAA3420 Landscape Construction 1

The design of a biofiltration swale and transformation 
of a multi-use roadway into a pedestrian corridor on 
the University of Florida campus. A destination space 
that educates the importance of multi-functional 
green infrastructure within the built environment. 
Through integrated design, this project, uses both 
natural systems and cultural references to synthesize 
narrative. The legend of the Fountain of youth speaks 
of a magical body of water which can grant its user 
eternal life. Due to pressing issues driven by the effects 
of global warming, the key to eternal life lies within the 
ecological preservation of natural systems through 
the integration of sustainable practices such as multi-
functional green infrastructure. The site comprises 
a series of art installations that depict forms of the 
fountain of youth.  .                    
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THE FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH SWALE 
LAA3420 Landscape Construction 1
Section & Perspective Renderings
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STORY PARKSTORY PARK 
LAA3350C Site Design & Planning

A group design project of a Linear park system 
that promotes social & environmental resilience 
in the city of Port St. Joe, FL. The design creates 
an interconnected park system comprising four 
parks that treat stormwater runoff, enhance 
social interaction  & community bonds, 
celebrate local history & culture, and improve 
public health and quality of life in a once 
thriving city devastated by hurricanes and loss 
of industry.  
Story Park tells the story of the history of Port 
St. Joe through its connection to various 
entities that have helped shape its identity: 
The Ocean, The Railroad, The Paper mill & 
Hurricanes. Each of the four parks act as a 
chapter, Capturing the themes of these identity 
defining entities. As a group we collaborated 
on concept, analysis diagrams, circulation 
and design narrative, while as individuals we 
each designed one of the four parks. I was 
responsible for the design of the ocean chapter, 
dealing with stormwater infrastructure and 
connecting the historically segregated North 
and South Port St. Joe .. 

GOALS

Capture & Treat 
stormwater runoff.

Promote Outdoor  
activities & Healthy 
lifestyles.

Enhance Social Bond  
& create a strong sense of 
Community.

Establish Connection  
Between the North & 
South neighborhoods.

Reflect local History, 
Culture & Spirit. 

Provide High Aesthetic 
Landscapes. 
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STORY PARK
LAA3350C Design & Planning
Renderings  & Analysis Diagrams

Strengthening Community: Connecting North and 
South Port St. Joe, Enhancing social bond and 
community resilience.
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MODELS & RENDERINGSMODELS & RENDERINGS  

(Photoshop) 

(Hand drawn & Pencil) (Hand drawn & Pencil) 

(Photoshop) 
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(Photoshop) 

(Laser Cut) 

(3-D Print) 
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(Photoshop) 

(Photoshop) 
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